Stephen Smith <stephen.smith@uwa.edu.au> 


e You 
Sun 13/03/2022 8:09 PM 


Hi NS My apologies for the delay in reply. 
E 
D llla 
a 


| am very happy to outline to you, as | recollect them, the circumstances of Mr. Len 
Roberts-Smith's appointment as Chair of the Defence Abuse Taskforce. 


You will understand I have not had the opportunity to review any of the relevant 
documentation, but | am confident of my recall as to those circumstances. 


| believed it was very important to have as Head of the Taskforce someone who had not 
only legal expertise, but also had experience, understanding and knowledge of Defence. 
This was so as to ensure that the Taskforce could not be undermined with the criticism 
that “it did not know anything about Defence or how Defence worked.” 


As you note, | had previously known Mr. Roberts-Smith as a legal practitioner and 
subsequently a Judge. Indeed, | had first met him and worked with him when he was the 
Director of the Legal Aid Commission of WA. 


My personal knowledge of him, my respect for his legal abilities, my regard for his 
integrity and his compassion when dealing with people in difficult circumstances (as 
evidenced by his time as Director of Legal Aid), together with his Defence experience, 
made him to me the ideal candidate to head the Taskforce. 


It is the case that | consulted with the Attorney General of the day on appointments to 
the Taskforce, and while these were in effect jointly recommended, the recommendation 
of Mr. Roberts-Smith as Head of the Taskforce was mine. 


The CDF of the day, David Hurley, was consulted on the appointments and supported all 
of them, but as | say above, these were primarily Ministerial appointments, and in the 
case of the Head of the Taskforce, mine. 


The fact that Mr. Len Roberts-Smith was the father of a then currently serving member of 
the ADF, even one as high profile as Ben Roberts-Smith, was not regarded by me as a 
relevant material consideration at the time. 


| had at the time the highest regard for Len Roberts-Smith. That continues to this day. | 
believe he did a very good job as the Head of the Task Force. 


Regards, Stephen. 


